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To «Face Forward... into my home» gival ta mpéowa micw and toug Eepolg
aplBpolg Kat TLG YEVIKOAOYEG avalUoELG yla TO BEPA TWV TIPOGPLYWYV

“Face Forward... into my home” shows us that the refugee issue is comprised of
people and not just numbers and statistics

Photos by George Anastasakis



ravvng Baotapdng / Giannis Vastardis

€BooKe €va KomadL poRata o KATOLO EAANVIKO Bouvo.

H 16xpovn Zaivapm ano 1o Agyaviotdv poonabei va Te-
Aelwoel TIG oToudEG TNG, ite otnv EANASA €ite og pia AAAn
XWPQ, KAl JETA va BPEL TOV HPOUO TNG WOTE va YIVEL «<XpAoLUN
yla 6Ao Tov KOouo». O ALy, HaBnTng amo To lpdv, cuykiveitat
OTav aKoUEL TOV «ATIOXALPETIONO» Tou Nikou =uhoLpn. Agv
KataAapaivel kaAd ta Adyla, aAAd Ta NXoxXpwpaTa Kat oL Je-
Awdieg ToL Bupigouy To omitt Tou. To «Face Forward... into my
home» gival To project oL Pag CUOTAVEL OUCLACTIKA TA TIPOCW-
Tia Tiow amod toug EepolG aplBPoLG Kal TLG YEVIKOAOYEG avaAl-
O€1G yla To BEpa Twv TPooPLYwV. Apxikd, To «Face Forward...
into my home» eywve €kBeon ki €netta BiBAio. Ixedldotnke
Kal bAorotriBnke amo 1o EBvikd Mouoeio ZUyxpovng Texvng
(EMZT) oe ouvepyaoia ye tnv 'Yratn Appooteia tov OHE ya
Toug Mpoowuyeg (UNHCR), oto mAaiclo tou Tpoypdupatog
ESTIA, mou Tapéxel oTEYAON Kal OLKOVOULKH OTAPLEN OE XIALG-
6e¢ avBpwroug Tov ¢NToLV dcuAo otnv EAAAda. H 1&€a-uho-
noinon aviikel otov Mavvn Baotapdn kat otn Mapiva Togkou.
Ta WTOYPAPLKA TOPTPETA TIOL TIAPOUCLAZOVTAL OTLG LOTOPIES
eivat Tou Mavvn Baotapdn.

O 59xpovog Mkaodv anod Tn Zupia 8a NTav EVTUXLOPEVOG AV

To TOPTPETO KABE TPOCWTIOL €ylve aoL eixe Tponyndei n
€€loTOpNoN TWV BLwHATWY Tou. OL LoTopieg amokaAlTTOVY TO
avepwTivo TIPOCWTO TOU TIPOCPULYIKOL {ntrpatog. Eival toto-
pieg avBpwMwy TOL avaykAoTnKav va apnoouv Tnv matpida
TOULG Kal ipooTadouyv va avaxtioouv Tn {wn Toug otnv EANG-
6a. lotopieg mov BonBolv WOTe va CUVELONTOTIOLCOUUE OTL
oL IPOOYPUYES €ival AvBpwTtoL Pe TOUG OToioVG PoLpalopacTe
KOLVEG ETLOLIEG, aywvieg Kal Ovelpa yla To pENAov. lotopieg
TIOU KAVOUV KABE TIOALTLOTIKN KAl TTOALTLOWLKN Slagpopa va poid-
Zel avolola, apoL oTov TUPAva Pag eipacte OAot idlot.

live as a sheep herder on a Greek mountain. Zainab,

a 16-year-old from Afghanistan is trying to complete
her studies either in Greece or another country in order to
move on and become «useful to the world». Amin, a student
from Iran, listens to the song ‘Farewell’ by Nikos Xylouris’
and even though he doesn’t understand the words, he is
moved by the sounds and melodies because they remind
him of home. «Face Forward... into my home» is a project
that shows us that the refugee issue is comprised of people
and not just numbers and statistics. Initially, «<Face Forward
.. into my home» started as an exhibit and subsequently
became a book.

ﬁ 59-year-old Gassan from Syria would be content to

Designed and implemented by the National Museum of
Contemporary Art (EMST) in collaboration with the (UN-
HCR), a UN Refugee Agency as part of the ESTIA program,
which provides accommodation and financial support to
thousands of refugees in Greece. The concept was initiat-
ed by loannis Vastardis and Marina Tsekou while Vastardis
presents the photographic portraits of these stories.

The portrait of each person was created upon documenting
their experiences. These descriptions reveal the «<human
side» of the refugee issue by narrating the stories of people
who have been forced to leave their homeland and are try-
ing to rebuild their lives in Greece. These stories can help
us realize that refugees are people with whom we share
common desires, anxieties and dreams for the future, sto-
ries that make every cultural difference meaningless, since
we are essentially all the same.



